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BELARUSIAN VOLUNTEERS IN UKRAINIAN MILITARY 
FORMATIONS OF THE RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN WAR, 2014–2026 

The participation of Belarusian volunteers in the Russian-Ukrainian war 
consists of two periods: the first – from 2014 to 2018, and the second – ongoing 
since February 2022. 

In 2013, the Revolution of Dignity took place in Ukraine – a Ukrainian 
protest against the decision of President of Ukraine V. Yanukovych and the 
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine to suspend preparations for signing the 
Association Agreement between Ukraine and the European Union, and for the 
European future of the country. This marked the beginning of a new stage in the 
struggle for the independence of the Ukrainian people. The Russian Federation set 
the goal of interrupting Ukraine’s European integration processes. In 2014, Russia 
annexed and occupied Crimea. From April 14, 2014 to April 30, 2018, the 
Government of Ukraine was forced to conduct an Anti-Terrorist Operation in 
eastern Ukraine, aimed at countering illegal Russian and pro-Russian armed 
formations in the war in eastern Ukraine. A volunteer movement was formed in 
Ukraine. March 14, 2014 – the day when 570 volunteer Maidan activists enlisted 
as reservists in the National Guard of Ukraine – is considered Volunteer Day. 

Belarusian citizens joined the creation of the tactical group “Belarus,” 
which united Belarusians of the first assault company of the fifth battalion of the 
Volunteer Ukrainian Corps «Right Sector» (reserve). The unit was created in 
2015 as a light infantry unit and carried out tasks in the hottest spots: Avdiivka, 
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the Butivka mine, Pisky, Volnovakha, and Marinka. At the beginning of its 
creation, the number of fighters was approximately 30 people. At the end of 2015 
– beginning of 2016, part of the DUK battalions formed the basis of a new 
independent volunteer formation – the «Ukrainian Volunteer Army» (commander 
– D. Yarosh). The integration of «Right Sector» into the Armed Forces of Ukraine 
took place after the start of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022. In 
November 2022, the DUK PS was disbanded and reformatted into the 67th 
Separate Mechanized Brigade “DUK.” Many citizens of Belarus were also among 
the fighters of «Donbas» (a battalion within the National Guard of Ukraine) and 
«Azov» (since 2014 a regiment within the National Guard of Ukraine). 

The so-called detachment «Pahonia», unlike the TG «Belarus», never 
existed as a separate unit. «Pahonia», in essence, since 2014 performed the 
functions of a mobilization center or a support center for Belarusians who decided 
to go to fight for Ukraine. According to data from the Civil Sector of the 
«Pahonia» detachment, about 200–250 Belarusian citizens participated in the war 
in Donbas on the Ukrainian side. As for those volunteers from Belarus who 
passed through the «Pahonia» detachment directly, their number is estimated by 
the Civil Sector at approximately 20–30 people. The absence of reliable statistics 
in «Pahonia» is explained by organizational features. 

On March 25, 2022, when Belarusians celebrate Freedom Day, from 
volunteers who comprised the Tactical Group «Belarus», participants of the 
«White Legion» and the «Young Front», as well as other Belarusians who had not 
previously belonged to these formations, the Kastus Kalinouski Battalion was 
formed as part of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. 

The Belarusian regiment of the Armed Forces of Ukraine was formed as a 
battalion to defend Kyiv from the Russian invasion of 2022. The formation also 
includes a group of volunteers of the Belarusian «Black Cat». It conducted its first 
battles near Irpin, where, in particular, Dmytro «Terror» Apanasovych and deputy 
commander Alyaksei «Tur» Skoblya were killed; the latter was posthumously 
awarded the title Hero of Ukraine. 

On May 21, 2022, commander Denis Prokhorov («Kit») announced the 
transformation of the Kalinouski Battalion into a regiment, which included the 
«Litvin» battalion (in March 2022, Belarusians of Odesa created the Ilya Litvin 
volunteer detachment to assist the Armed Forces of Ukraine). 

The «Volat» battalion was named in honor of volunteer Pavlo Suslov 
(«Volat»), a native of Homel. Since 2016, as a contract serviceman, he defended 
Ukraine. Initially he fought in one of the volunteer battalions, later engaged in 
reconnaissance and sabotage activities, and after the beginning of the large-scale 
war became commander of a reconnaissance company. He was killed in the 
Kherson direction in 2022. 

The «Terror» battalion (named after Dmytro Apanasovych, call sign 
«Terror», who knew military affairs and sniping, and was killed in the battles for 
Irpin) separated into a separate unit, becoming the basis of the Belarusian Volunteer 
Corps – a new formation created by veterans of the battles of 2014–2016, in 
particular from «Azov» and the tactical group «Belarus». New volunteers 
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underwent training at their base. The regiment commander became Velir, who 
had been fighting in Ukraine since 2014. 

The new commander of the Kastus Kalinouski Regiment, Denis Prokhorov 
(«Kit»), in an interview with online.ua stated that its number reaches 5,000 
fighters.  In  2024,  Denis  Prokhorov  left  the  post  of  regiment  commander.  At  
present he is responsible for financing and financial accounting of the regiment. 
The commander of the Kastus Kalinouski Regiment is Pavlo Shurmei (call sign 
«Dzyadzko»), who temporarily performs these duties. For a free Ukraine and 
Belarus, Dzyadzko has been fighting since the beginning of Russia’s full-scale 
invasion. 

Thus, Belarusian volunteers, by creating a national military formation, 
initiated the organization of the Belarusian Liberation Army. 

Today, the Kastus Kalinouski Regiment is already a military-civil project 
that unites Belarusian volunteers who took part in combat operations in Ukraine 
or in their support, regardless of affiliation with units of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine or citizenship, and who share its mission: «Countering Russian 
aggression and the liberation of Belarus!» The regiment was strengthened through 
the civic movement «Kalinouski» whose goal since 2024 has been to unite 
nationally conscious Belarusians with an active civic position and various 
Belarusian national liberation movements and to secure the support of the United 
Transitional Cabinet of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya (created in 2022): the 
government will restore constitutional legality and order, ensure the transition of 
power from dictatorship to democracy, and create conditions for fair and free 
elections. Pavel Latushko became the representative for the transition of power, 
Oleksandr Azarov – representative for the restoration of law and order, Valery 
Kavaleuski – representative for foreign affairs, and Valery Sakhashchyk – 
representative for defense and national security. 

One of the founders of the Civic Movement «Kalinouski», former 
commander of the Kastus Kalinouski Regiment Denis «Kit» Prokhorov stated that 
the strategic goal of creating the «Kalinouski» movement is to combine the 
capabilities and resources of Belarusian paramilitary, military, and civic 
associations and initiatives, as well as representatives of the Belarusian democratic 
forces, in order to restore the democratic system and constitutional order in the 
Republic of Belarus. 

To implement the strategic goal, there arose a need to create a Coordination 
Center of the regiment regarding financing, replenishment of mobilization 
resources, improvement of technical support, strengthening of patronage service 
and coordination of information support of the regiment both in Ukraine and 
abroad, and to establish communication with the representative for defense and 
national security of the government of S. Tsikhanouskaya. The Kalinouski 
Regiment took part in the battles for Irpin and Bucha in the Kyiv region, in battles 
in the Kharkiv region (Kupiansk), Luhansk region (Sievierodonetsk, 
Lysychansk), Donetsk region (Bakhmut), Mykolaiv region, and Kherson region. 
On September 25, 2024, the Supreme Court of Belarus declared the Kalinouski 
Regiment and its structures a terrorist organization: the «Volat», «Litvin», and 
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«Western» battalions, the UAV unit named after Mykyta Kryvtsov, the «ATAM» 
and «Tanga-Ramea» detachments, the mobilization center of the «Belarusian 
House in Warsaw» foundation, and the military-civil movement «Kalinouski». 
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